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P2P Battle Reaches FTC


The Federal Trade Commission officially stepped in yesterday to mediate a contentious battle between copyright owners and software companies by hosting a two-day session on peer-to-peer (P2P) software, although the institution of federal P2P marketing regulations is not a sure thing at ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item1>      to the top 

  _____  

Is the Internet Truly Global?


Methods to input Web addresses have not kept pace with the swelling volume of multilingual material on the Internet. The Roman alphanumeric script, or ASCII characters, upon which the Internet rests can be a burden for many non-English-speaking users who have few options apart from memorizing ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item2>      to the top 

  _____  

Ubiquitous Computing Research Spreads


The Palo Alto Research Center (PARC) and Fujitsu have joined forces in a multi-year collaborative effort to advance ubiquitous computing. The ubiquitous computing movement aims to unobtrusively network nearly any device or object into a single, universally accessible and always available ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item3>      to the top 
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Hidden Agenda


Supporters of the ubiquitous computing movement envision an environment in which households, workplaces, and cars are all networked by hidden computer intelligence, thus ushering in the "third wave" of technology predicted by Xerox PARC researcher Mark Weiser in the 1990s. However, critics are ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item4>      to the top 

  _____  

Research at Penn State McKeesport Focuses on Human-Web Interaction


Penn State McKeesport professor Guangfeng Song is working to ease Web navigation by enhancing Web browsers with the ability to record and familiarize themselves with individual users' activities in order to specifically tailor user experience. Song is researching the development ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item5>      to the top 
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Tomorrow's Chips, Naturally


Researchers in the IST-funded POEtic (phylogenesis, ontogenesis, epigenesis) project have recently demonstrated an autonomous computing systems platform that digitally imitates the characteristics of organic tissues. Project coordinator Juan-Manuel Moreno explains that POEtic chips ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item6>      to the top 
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Thought Powers Computer


Scientists in Seattle, Wash., have developed a system that enables 19-year-old epilepsy sufferer Tristan Lundemo to play a video game using mental impulses. University of Washington neurosurgeon Dr. Jeff Ojemann and physics and computer science graduate student Kai Miller are studying ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item7>      to the top 
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World Wide Web Consortium Issues 'Architecture of the World Wide Web, Volume One' as a W3C Recommendation


The architectural principles of the World Wide Web's operations documented by the World Wide Web Consortium's (W3C) eight-member Technical Architecture Group (TAG) have been published as a W3C Recommendation entitled "Architecture of the World Wide Web, Volume One." TAG co-Chair ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item8>      to the top 
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UC Berkeley Researchers Field Testing Low-Altitude Robo-copters


The UC Berkeley Aerial Robot (BEAR) group has successfully test-flown model helicopters that demonstrate cutting-edge autonomous flight and obstacle-avoidance technology. "Our BEAR group is the first to successfully develop a system where autonomous helicopters can detect ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item9>      to the top 
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Smart Dust Advances in Russia


Russian engineers are working to develop smart dust technologies in conjunction with global IT partners such as IBM and Hewlett-Packard in an effort to become a leader in wireless sensor networks. Smart dust technology is still in its infancy, but the foundations are emerging for a ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item10>      to the top 
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A Land of Wasted Web Opportunity


Australia can exert more influence over the development of the Web, and not just use the standards that U.S. interests fight over, said Ivan Herman, head of the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) international office, during a conference at the Distributed Systems Technology Center in Brisbane this ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item11>      to the top 
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When Shots Ring Out, a Listening Device Acts as Witness


Dr. Theodore Berger, director of the Center for Neural Engineering at the University of Southern California, has developed the Smart Sensor Enabled Threat Recognition and Identification (Sentri) system, which combines video cameras, microphones, computers, and software modeled after neural sound ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item12>      to the top 

  _____  

Race for the Ultimate Car Hacks


The increasing complexity of onboard electronic systems is generating a new breed of car enthusiasts who tweak factory-set controls and add computer modifications. The aftermarket industry generates $25 million in annual revenue selling third-party computer chips and other upgraded components, ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item13>      to the top 
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Beyond the World Wide Web


The full impact of the Semantic Web will be similar to that of the original World Wide Web: Difficult to explain until it is seen and experienced, writes software architect Michael J. Hudson. The World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) has been working on the Semantic Web since 1998 and so far has ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item14>      to the top 
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Supernova Collapse Simulated on a GPU


The Los Alamos National Laboratory Advanced Computing Lab is studying techniques that could apply GPU capabilities for hardware-accelerated visualization and for general-purpose processing. Graphics processing technologies have advanced quickly, driven by entertainment-industry ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item15>      to the top 
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Saving Stan


Medical Education Technologies' (METI) Stan D. Ardman, or Stan, is a highly realistic, interactive, computer-controlled mannequin designed to simulate numerous disease symptoms and medical conditions for the benefit of doctors in training. Stan can blink its eyes, dilate its pupils, bleed, inflate ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item16>      to the top 
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Colleges Face Rising Costs for Computer Security


A Chronicle of Higher Education survey indicates an increase in information security spending levels over the last two years for more than 50 percent of U.S. colleges and universities that responded to the poll. Almost all respondents reported that their institutions were targeted by worms and ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item17>      to the top 
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They've Got Your Number...


Bluetooth-enabled mobile phones and Voice over IP (VoIP) are vulnerable to hacking, which has earned its practitioners the moniker "phreakers" (phone hackers). Despite demonstrations of phreaking techniques that would allow phones and the sensitive data they carry to be compromised, manufacturers ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item18>      to the top 

  _____  

Patent Prescription


Brandeis University professor Adam Jaffe and Harvard Business School professor Josh Lerner write that Congress' 1982 establishment of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit and its 1992 mandate that the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) charge application and maintenance fees ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1217f.html#item19>      to the top 
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